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Series: Building Our Faith 
“A Word from God in Changing Times” 

An Encouraging Word from Dr. Tim Watson 
 

Joshua 1:1-7 

Joshua 1:1-7 (NIV) 
1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua 

son of Nun, Moses' aide:  
2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to 

cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the 
Israelites.  

3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.  
4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, 

the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Great Sea on the west.  
5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was 

with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the 

land I swore to their forefathers to give them.  
7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 

Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be 
successful wherever you go.” 

 

The book of Joshua is about a time of transition and remarkable change. As the 
book opens, the children of Israel had a change of leadership, and they had a 
change of location. What do these verses teach us about coping with changing 
times? 
 

1. Times of change call for _Godly_ leadership_. 
God chose His man. He then gave the command. Joshua was chosen, and 
he was to obey. (See verse 2.) 
 

These are days of change. Until about 1750, the world was made up of 
agricultural societies. From 1750 to 1950, we saw the industrial revolution. In 
the last 50 years, we have experienced a technological revolution. We are 
living in a postmodern world. These are times of change. 

 

2. In times of change, God is _still_ dependable_. 
The good news today is that in spite of your changing circumstances, God 
has not changed. (See verse 5.) He is still reliable. You can say, “On Christ 
the solid rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.” 

 

3. In times of change, God has _already_seen_ the_future_. 
God saw the results as if they had already taken place. (See verse 4.) 
 

The lesson for us is that God wants us to rely on Him in the midst of the 
changes and challenges. The message of Joshua is a message of hope. It 
reminds us that we can depend on God. 
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